
        

 

Publication of the Chicagoland Foxhunters

Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started 
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the 
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the 
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34 
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Oct 6th, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS - Fox Tom 
N9CBA
Was it going to rain? Was Tom going to be in his car or outside in the 
weeds? We had 4 hunt teams ready to find out. Marty N9LTE & Bill 
showed up. Good to see you! At the start, only 1 team heard Tom. 
Tom started at 10w, then 30s and finally 80. Theee of 4 teams heard 
and we were off to the NE. Matt’s team took 83 north to Higgins east 
which became Touhy. John and Janet took Oakton east. As we past 
Barnaby’s at Wolf, Matt thought that was a favorite place for Tom to 
pick. We drove further was and found out that Tom was behind us. 
We took a side street west and then south - Oh! Oh! The street taking 
us back to Touhy was under construction and a neighbor was 
blocking us. After a few minutes he came out and moved so we 
could continue. We though Tom was north of I90 and Wolf. We 
checked out the streets and dead ends as did John and Janet. No, he 
was south of I90. We checked out the parking lot next to Duray 
Lighting and across from Barnaby’s. I got out to wait for a 
transmission with my portable gear. Tom was behind the building as 
I got a 6 and then a 7 on my portable gear. Matt quickly joined me as 
the signal pointed to the building and Matt saw the pole and antenna 
- a tape measure beam up about 20ft. Tom was covered under weeds 
and we were surprise to be the first to find him. Matt went back to 
get Jacob and Mac to also see their grandfather. We left to see John 
round the building and momentarily walk past between 
transmissions and then quickly back to find Tom for 2nd. It was time 
to go to Barnaby’s and secure tables for the group. Shortly Marty, 
Bill, Pete, John and Tom arrived. Tom told us he upped his power 
from 5w gradually to 80 w. The building blocked the signal to the 
starting point to the south and the beam was east-west. Results:
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1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac
2. John WD9EXW, Janet
3. Marty N9LTE, Bill
4. Pete K9PW, John K9JK

2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Oct 13th, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS

Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS and the kids - Jacob and Mac hid on a cool evening. There was 
only 2 hunt teams to find them. John’s team decided on taking 355 north to Lake. Tom N9CBA 
kept going on 355 only to quickly turn back. We thought the fox was close to the 3rd Sat 
(CFMC) starting point and drove in to the Centennial Park. I tried the baseball diamonds and 
John headed for the playground. I quickly recovered to find John walking away. All 4 were 
hiding on a platform with a slide. Shortly Tom arrived to end the hunt. Matt was running 5w 
to a 5/8 mag mount. We went to Giordono’s for the munch. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet, Mike WA9FTS
2. Tom N9CBA
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Oct 20th, 2018 by Mike 
WA9FTS

The weather was a typical fall with the temps in the 
upper 30s. There were four hunt teams waiting to 
find out where Tom N9CBA would be hiding. A 
little after 8PM Tom came on with a weak but 
hearable signal to the south. The hunters were off 
with 3 of the 4 taking I-355 south. 
Matt, Patty and I agreed on Ogden instead of 
Maple. John and Janet took I-88 west and then came 
back to Odgen also. We headed east but past Tom. 
Was he at one of the parks in the area? No, he was 
not. We spotted John and Janet on the south side of 
Ogden. We left and went over another park - not 
there. Then we went off to the Omega restaurant 
and spotted Tom’s car in the parking lot. Matt, 
Jacob and I got out to inspect some thick bushes 
and the garbage corral. Not there either. The next 
transmission took us across Ogden to the south. 
John EXW, Pet PW and John JK were already there 
circling a heavy patch of brush. I could not see how 
Tom could hide there. So I checked out the bushes 
next to a building. Not there. Back to the heavy 
bushes and circled around with the others. 
Suddenly I spotted a white wire and followed it to 
the ground to see Tom. He handed me a piece of 
paper and I quietly walked away. 
When I was far enough away, I opened it up to see 
1st Place - a surprise! I walked across Ogden to join 
Patty, Jacob and Mac. Shortly the 2 Johns and Pete 
drove in to the lot and we went in to get our table. 
A little while later Don and Tom joined us. Tom was 
running 30w to a 3 element yagi.
Results:

1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac
2. John WD9EXW, Janet
3. Pete K9PW, John K9JK
4. Don W9RA
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Tom

34 2M Foxhunt - Oct 27th, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS

Pete K9PW was the fox. He started the hunt at 8:03pm for the 4 hunt teams. Most of the hunters 
took I390 west. John EXW and Janet  and Matt’s team got off at Irving Park Rd to continue west. 
Both teams also took Shales Pkwy north. After a discussion, Matt took Rohrssen Rd to Shoe 
Factory Rd. Pete could be near Walnut Pond. With a strong reading we found Pete off Airdrie Ct 
and in the weeds. Pete was running 15W to a 5/8 vert on a fence post for the win. We went to 
Moretti’s about 4 miles away. Pete contributed the following:
1. The fox was hidden in what was a new subdivision development area that had been 

abandoned for at least 10 years.  The road entering the area had been fenced off until this 
spring.  With the road re-opened, it was a nice area to hide.

2. Hounds were released at 8:03pm with all four groups hearing the fox.  The fox was running 
15 Watts to a 5/8th mag mount on top of a metal fence post located only 10' from the street.

3. KC9SEM & WD9EXW were the first two vehicles into the area at 8:41pm.  But John drove 
away while Matt waited for the next transmission.

4. KC9SEM finished at 8:44pm.  Meanwhile, John located Pete's car approximately 1000' to the 
east of the hiding spot.  This was near the entrance to a walking path.  Tom drove into the 
area at 8:53pm. 

5. John finished at 8:59pm.  Don entered the area at around the same time.
6. After a significant amount of bush-whacking, Tom finished at 9:08pm.  Don then decided it 

was time to go eat.    
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N42.05723 W88.22205 Pete was at the red balloon in the woods. Matt’s 
truck was parked to the left at the end of the road.
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To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au

Saturday Start Time Starting Location Foxhunt Frequency

1st 8 PM Rt 83 north of St. 
Charles Rd, Elmhurst 
across from Whole 
Foods

147.750 MHz

CFAR input

2nd   8 PM  Downers Grove Fitness 
& Rec Center parking 
lot off Belmont Rd 
south of Odgen Av

146.565 MHz

3rd 8 PM Centennial Park, 
Addison  0.4 miles 
south of Lake St

146.160 MHz

CFMC input

4th 8 PM WoodDale Jr HS 
parking lot, south of 
Sievert Rd between 
Thorndale Rd and 
Irving Pk Rd,

146.340 MHz

5th 8 PM TBD by the fox N9CBA  
Next hunt - Mar 30th

TBD by the fox
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Hunter 1st 2nd

 KC9SEM / N9PLS 11/11 6/6

 N9LTE 1 1

 AA9CC 5 1

W9RA 2 3

 WA9FTS 14 6

 WD9EXW. Janet 10 10

 K9PW/K9JK 4/4 5/5

 N9CBA 6 8

N9JPG/KD9BLP/KD9IZB/KC9ZLS/KD9AHH 0 2

  

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we 
have to get out on foot to find the fox. We all use one in 
the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish. 
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