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The great PBS science series Nova scores another hit with Mars: Dead 
or Alive, capturing all the excitement surrounding the Mars rover 
landings of early 2004.

Originally broadcast just as the first of the twin rovers ("Spirit" and "Opportunity") was experiencing 
temporary communication problems with Earth-bound mission controllers, this riveting hour-long 
episode chronicles the risky $820 million Mars Exploration Rover (MER) project from design to 
touchdown, dramatically illustrating (through the use of detailed simulations and sophisticated 
computer animation) the considerable chances of failure--a nail-biting gamble considering that fully 
two-thirds of all previous Mars missions never reached their destination.

Through rigorous testing and initial failure of the MER parachute system to the celebrated 
transmission of pristine photos from the "Spirit" landing site, we see just how intensely complex and 
emotionally involving the missions are, especially for Cornell University astronomer and lead MER 
scientist Steve Squyres and his devoted team of colleagues at Pasadena's Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Careers are on the line as technical problems accumulate, and one feels the same mixture of dread, 
anxiety, and elation that accompanied the historic return of Apollo 13. A bonus interview with Mars-
mission pioneer Donna Shirley puts everything into resonant perspective, celebrating science and 
the MER missions as an essential human endeavor.

At the meeting in August the members chose between three 
programs. The one that won was: Mars - Dead or Alive. By 
the time it started, we only showed the first 20 min. Since 
the entire program is 53 min, it would be best to show it in 
its entirety.
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President’s Message

													You	may	have	no,ced	that	
our	club	mee,ngs	have	been	
bouncing	back	and	forth	as	to	the	
day	of	the	week.	This	is	because	of	
the	availability	of	a	mee,ng	room	at	
the	Salva,on	Army	facili,es.	There	
are	many	factors	including	their	own	
needs	and	the	availability	of	Facility	
people	to	be	in	the	building.	We	are	
grateful	for	their	allowing	us	the	use	
of	their	facility.	
	 We	(Cathy	and	I)	have	just	
recently	returned	from	our	vaca,on	
to	the	east.	We	visited	Write	
PaFerson	AFB	for	2	days,	and	then	
Camped	outside	of	the	Smoky	
Mountainsi	n	Tennessee	and	North	
Carolina	for	5	days.	Then	we	moved	
to	the	Shenandoah	Mountains	and	
spent	14	days,	finishing	up	with	5	
days	seeing	historic	sites	in	Virginia	
and	Maryland.	We	also	visited	the	
Smithsonian	Udvar-Hazy	Air	
museum.	This	is	a	terrific	museum	
with	everything	from	Wright	type	
planes	to	the	Space	shuFle	
Discovery.	I	am	aFaching	a	couple	of	
pictures.	
	 I	won’t	make	the	next	
mee,ng	do	to	the	Holidays,	but	we	
are	working	on	the	December	
mee,ng.	
73	DE	WA9EVF	
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SRO Notes for August 13, 2019 
(Or: Thrills, Local and Interplanetary)    By Jim Hawes AA9DT
 
TONIGHT’S MEETING opens at 6:56 p.m.: First Tuesday meeting in ages. 
The door opens anyway.
 TREASURER’S REPORT. This data is only available live, at meetings.
PROGRAM. Tonight, we show one and a half videos. “Laugh Your Troubles Away: The Complete 
 
History of Riverview Park” is our first feature. Afterward, we start “Mars: Dead or Alive,” but run out of 
time during the parachute-deployment sequence. Talk about a cliffhanger! We plan to bring the show back 
at  the next meeting. Here’s a summary of tonight’s shows...

RIVERVIEW ROLLER COASTERS & OTHER RIDES
+ 1906: The famous Carousel spun for the first time: There were 70 hand-crafted horses. See the 
Carousel today at Six Flags Over Georgia.
+ 1907: The new Top ride was a roller coaster: The ride’s cars wobbled like spinning tops. The boating 
thriller Shoot the Chutes opened.
+ 1910: The park added the Racing Coaster.
+ 1912: The Gee Wiz roller coaster became the Greyhound.
+ 1911: For thrill seekers, the Blue Streak roller coaster began its run. 
+ 1914: The Jackrabbit roller coaster debuted. 
+ 1919: Riverview launched the Cannonball roller coaster. (It later became the “Zephyr.”)
+ 1920: New attractions: A Ferris wheel and the Big Dipper, a roller coaster which later became the Comet. 
The Flash roller coaster opened. 
+ 1924: The most popular roller coaster the Bobs, took its first plunge. 
+ 1935: This was the first year for the Flying Turns, a trackless coaster on a chute-like wooden base. 
It was like riding a bobsled.
+ 1936: Engineers converted the Eyeful Tower to the parachute jump (Pair-O-Chutes). A couple married on 
the ride. Questions: Where did the preacher stand? Did he have his own chute? No doubt the 
ceremony was full of emotional highs and lows. We hope that the union lasted longer than the ride!
+ 40s: The Roll-O-Plane came to Riverview. This ride was an excellent way to test your intestinal fortitude. 

Caution: Falling, partially digested ice cream hazard.
+ 1958: tunnel and extended the drop from the first peak. Now the Fireball was Riverview’s fastest roller 
coaster.
+ 1962: The Jetstream roller coaster replaced the Greyhound.
+ 1963 marked the opening of the Twist, Riverview’s last new ride. 
+ 1967: Riverview’s final days took place during the 1967 season.
MARS: DEAD OR ALIVE. Mars missions are risky. So far, 50 percent of Mars missions have failed for
one reason or another: Crashes, rockets that ran off course, equipment failures, guidance errors, and many 
other reasons. Not so for the U.S. the Mars Exploration Rovers (MER). Our video is about these missions 
that were active between 2003 and 2018. 
NASA BUILT TWIN ROVERS (Spirit and Opportunity). Each one was about the size of a golf cart.
 COMMUNICATIONS between Earth and Mars pose difficulties that affect robot design. A radio signal 
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from Earth only reaches Mars after 10 minutes. Incremental and immediate control of the robots from 
Earth is impossible. Instead, the robots figure out how to proceed, avoiding obstacles and other perils.
INSTRUMENTS. Each robot has an arm with several instruments including: A camera, three 
spectrometers, a microscopic imager, a rock abrasion tool, and magnetic targets. The targets attract 
magnetic dust. Scientists believe the dust to be iron oxide, or rust. 

https://drloihjournal.blogspot.com/2017/01/riverview-amusement-park-chicago.html

http://genealogytrails.com/ill/cook/postcards/riverviewpark.html

https://interactive.wttw.com/timemachine/riverview

https://www.pinballnews.com/learn/riverview/index.html (Pinball games about Riverview, some from my 
old company Williams Electronics, which was across the river from the Riverview site. Check out 
“Comet” and “Fun House.”)

https://www.reddit.com/r/chicago/comments/cra7cl/today_is_national_roller_coaster_day_here_is_a/ 
(Photo of original “Comet”)

https://mars.nasa.gov/mars-exploration/missions/mars-exploration-rovers/ (Opportunity and Spirit rovers) 
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If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.

Mike WA9FTS
Mike WA9EVF
Jim AA9DT
Jean KB9FXL
Danny KD9HIL
Joe KD8KSE
Cathy KA9ZWZ
Ed WB9AXH

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - 
Sep 7th, 2019 by 
Mike WA9FTS / Fox
Matt KC9SEM & Mac
Four hunt teams got off to a good start to find Matt and
Mac. A good signal was to the SW. Most hunters took 83
south to 88 west. John took 22nd to Butterfield and then on 
88. The hunters circled around back to Butterfield and south 
on Woodstock to Lacey. We pulled behind a new building. I 
got off and went into the woods toward the signal which was 
strong. John got back into the van and went to the next 
building to the south. I found it difficult and got back out and 
headed to the next building. I saw Pete and John driving past 
me to the south end of the building and found Matt’s truck. I 
followed them and as they drove away to the west end and 
got out on foot. Don was right behind Pete.
Matt and Mac were in the woods. Pete got there and then 
Don. I found Matt and Mac as Pete and Don were walking 
out. It was then I found out John were there for the win. We 
waited about 10 min and Tom and David arrived with David 
going in to end the hunt. Everyone who took 88 admitted to 
was a bad move. Matt was running 10w to a 3 el tape beam 
up about 15 ft. Culver on Ogden was the munch spot. 
Results:

1. John WD9EXW, Janet, Mike WA9FTS
2. Pete K9PW, K9JK
3. Don W9RA
4. David KD9MAM, Tom N9CBA
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Mike Shy
Mike Brost - WA9FTS - Editor
5127 N. Monterey Dr.
Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Wally Klinger - W9BEA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708-457-0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership - WA9FTS
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - KB9FXL
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
Picnic - WA9FTS
Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  WA9EVF
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
W9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Repeaters 
CFAR (107.2) PL
TOOFAR (110.2) PL

In             Out 
147.750   147.150
223.260   224.860

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Usually every 5th 
Thursday 

SRO Meeting
Oct 8th - 7:30 PM 
Salvation Army - 

Norridge
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