
        

 

Publication of the Chicagoland Foxhunters

Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started 
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the 
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the 
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34 
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Aug 5th, 2017 by John K9JK

I had parked my car at: 42.106982, -88.00993; near a walk-in entrance to the park area from the 
neighborhood just to the north . I had a fairly short walk (about 1/10 of a mile, maybe a little more) to 
the den with radio, antenna and an amazing battery that I'd borrowed from PW. Too bad Jacob and 
Mac couldn't make it as the spot I had picked had a play area (as Jacob had requested) not too far 
away, about 100 feet to the SW.

Tom N9CBA, was first at about 8:42PM. Don W9RA, came in second at about 9:09PM. Both parked in 
the parking area near 42.104918, -88.01072 and walked around the NE corner of that lake to find my 
“Den”. "Den" coordinates were: 42.106346, -88.01122; a bench in the park area.

After the munch was at Baker's Square, 270 E. Northwest Hwy, Palatine. In a rare occurrence, the fox 
got to the munch before the hunters. No pictures were taken. Results:

1. Tom N9CBA - 8:42PM
2. Don W9RA - 9:09PM
DNF - Matt KC9SEM, John WD9EXW, 
Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac

Comments from Mike WA9FTS - Due 
to a death in the Williams/Sanderson 
family during the hunt, Matt’s team 
turned around to get the family together 
at this important time. Only three 
pictures were taken at the starting point.



  S C H E D U L E

                                   Page 2

Chicagoland Foxhunters Report           August 2017   

2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Aug 12th, 2017 - by Pete K9PW

Tony, AA9CC decided to hide only 0.9 miles west of the starting point.  He hid in his car, on 
Illinois Tollway Property along I-355, south of Ogden Av.  Parked in a low spot, he was using 5W 
to a 3el vertical polarized yagi only a few feet off of the ground.  The antenna was pointed 
southwest (away from the start), towards the berm along the tollway.
Signals were strong at the start.  At least one hunter later reported that the signal was horizontally 
polarized in the starting lot.  Most hunters opted to use I-88 west.  By the second transmission, 
they all realized they had all gone too far west.  During the next hour, hunters were driving in 
various directions, often passing each other going in opposite directions.  Pete, K9PW drove 15 
miles and then walked 0.5 miles.  Avoiding puddles & mud, he stayed dry, others were not so 
fortunate.  Don & Tom were the first ones close enough to decide to go out on foot.  Easiest access 
was via a long double-track path along a busy railway.  Fences and No Trespassing signs on 
adjacent properties added confusion & frustration.
The group decided nearby Omega in Downers Grove would be a good spot for after the hunt.
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1:  8:47pm N9CBA.
2:  8:57pm K9PW w/K9JK.
DNF:  W9RA
DNF:  WD9EXW w/Janet & 
WA9FTS
DNF:  N9LTE

Tony was kidding at the red
balloon.

FOX:  N41.79963 W88.05584 

CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Aug 19th, 2017 - This hunt has been rescheduled to Sep 16th. Most of the 
hunters took off for other parts of the country to view the solar eclipse. Tony AA9CC will be 
the fox.
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34 2M Foxhunt - Aug 26th, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS

Tom N9CBA and John agreed to swap hiding assignments between the 34 hunt and next month’s 
CFAR hunt. Tom got the hunters off with a good signal to the SW. All the hunters except Don took 355 
(south on Wood Dale Rd) south to North Av. Several of the hunters circled around the Fullerton Park 
Forest Preserve. Matt’s teams found a driveway just east of Lombard Rd and went up to the end to 
find Don on foot. Matt and I went off into the weeds heading east along and just south of high voltage 
lines. Soon we found that we could go no further and then we spotted an opening to the south and we 
went along a building to an opening at DuPage Av. We both spotted Tom’s car in a loading dock 
getting there to find out we were 2nd. We thought Pete beat us but later found out it was Marty who 
got there a few minutes earlier for the win. John was only seconds behind us for 3rd and shortly Don 
arrive for 4th. We headed for Giordano’s on Lake St as Pete and John ended the hunt. Results:
1. Marty N9LTE, Kayla
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS,  
Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac
3.  John WD9EXW, Janet
4.  Don W9RA
5. Pete K9PW, John K9JK
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WA6EZV

Tom was in his car inside the loading dock under the red balloon.
5W to a 1/4 wave vertical.
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To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au

Saturday Start Time Starting Location Foxhunt Frequency

1st 8 PM Rt 83 north of St. 
Charles Rd, Elmhurst 
across from KMart

147.750 MHz

CFAR input

2nd   8 PM  Downers Grove Fitness 
& Rec Center parking 
lot off Belmont Rd 
south of Odgen Av

146.565 MHz

3rd 8 PM Centennial Park, 
Addison  0.4 miles 
south of Lake St

146.160 MHz

CFMC input

4th 8 PM WoodDale Jr HS 
parking lot, south of 
Sievert Rd between 
Thorndale Rd and 
Irving Pk Rd,

146.340 MHz

5th 8 PM TBD by the fox 
WD9EXW  Next hunt - 
Sep 30th

TBD by the fox
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Hunter 1st 2nd

 KC9SEM / N9PLS 7/7 4/4

 N9LTE/Bill 3/2 1

 AA9CC/KC9QQY 6/0 2/1

W9RA 0 6

 WA9FTS 7 6

 WD9EXW. Janet 4 6

 K9PW/K9JK 4/2 5/4

 N9CBA 6 6

   

  

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to 
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the 
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.  
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