
        

Page 2 

Publication of the Chicagoland Foxhunters

Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started 
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the 
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the 
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34 
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Dec 3rd, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS
Fox - Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac

Winter has finally arrived with the temp in the mid 30s and snow tomorrow. Five hunt teams were ready to 
find us. The hunt started at 8:06 PM. We found a spot off North Av west of the starting point but 4 of the 5 
hunters did not have a good signal. We move to a higher spot - then more problems. They could not hear 
us for more than about 5 sec. The 200w amp plugged into a cigarette plug burned out a fuse. There was no 
power in several plugs so we took the amp out of the circuit and Matt told the hunters to keep coming in 
the direction they started. We were parked on the north side of North Av near Craig St with a sign that 
could have blocked the hunters from seeing us as they passed by. This is what happened as we saw four of 
the hunters pass us and several came back to pass us again. Tom stopped across the street and drove off. 
Pete drove in right behind and then back again. He came up to us for his first win with Tom coming back 
less than a minute later for 2nd. About seven minutes later Marty and Kayle found us for 3rd. Don, who 
drove past us much earlier, asked about the restaurant. We said it would be Giordano’s on North at Kirk 
Rd. About 10 minutes later, Janet arrive and parked on the other side of a small truck. Marty went over to 
ask Janet to walk over to end the hunt. She did and, just then, John arrived. We headed for Giordano’s. 
Results:
1. Pete K9PW - 8:58 PM
2. Tom N9CBA - 8:59 PM
3. Marty N9LTE, Kayle - 9:05 PM
4. Janet, John WD9EXW - 9:15 PM
DNF Don W9RA
Hide Coordinates: 41.916310, 
-88.303444
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X

We hid at the “X” just below Cedar Ave.
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K9PW’s	route	was	IL-83	north,	then	IL-64	west,	then	some	driving	in	circles	in	St.	Charles.	
Green	indicates	the	route,	magenta	indicates	the	bearings.	

Submitted by Pete K9PW

2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Dec 10th, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS

Don W9RA was going to make it a quick hunt since we were getting lots of snow which started 
late in the afternoon. Quick hunt meant an easy hunt and a drive-up. Wrong! The hunt started at 
8:02 with a strong reading to the west. Tom got on I-88 going west with John and Janet south to 
Maple and west. Matt’s group headed west on Ogden and right past the Lisle Park District were 
Don was hiding. We tried coming back from the south and could not. Arriving at the park, we 
spotted John and Janet. We also saw two people  on top of a hill. Out of the truck, we found out 
it was young kids enjoying the new-fallen snow. Back in the Ford and off to find Don’s truck. 
This was too far from where we thought his signal was coming from. Back to the hill and on a 
snow-covered walking path and over a bridge. We got to the RR overpass just south of 
Burlington Rd to see Tom walk way. We found Don up the hill next the the tracks and behind a 
tree. We ended the hunt. Don was using an HT running 6w. John won the hunt 10 minutes earlier 
with Tom five minutes later for 2nd. Our guess on the hunt proved wrong. It was close to the 
starting point but was hard, especially the footing which was very slippery. We went to the 
Country House a few miles away. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet
2. Tom N9CBA
3. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac
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Don

Matt

Short St

Burlington St

RR Tracks

X

Don was hiding at the”X”.
Coordinates: 41.796607, -88.080427

East Branch D
uPage River
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Dec 17th, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS

Ton N9CBA started the 4 hunt teams with a weak but hearable signal to the south. Matt’s team took 
53 to 355 south to Ogden and east to Highland. We went north to 31st St and into a collection of 
multi-level garages. Matt and Jacob went into one of the garages and I waited for another 
transmission. This proved costly as Marty and John and Janet arrived. John went for the other 
garage. I had a strong signal to the SW but an even stronger one to the NE - a reflection! I went up to 
the top and saw Marty drive around. No tracks so Tom was not up at the top. Before I got to the 
ground floor, Matt called and said he found Tom. On the next transmission, I went over to the other 
garage and found Tom in his car at a loading dock. He was nice and warm running about 5w to the 
antenna on his car. John retraced his steps to find Tom for the win. Marty gave up on the other 
garage and found Tom for 3rd. Don was close but chose the restaurant instead. We went to The Patio 
nearby. Results:

1. John WD9EXW, Janet
2. Matt KC9SEM, Jacob, 
Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS,
Mac
3. Marty N9LTE
DNF Don W9RA

By the time we got 
to Tom, it started to 
snow. It came down 
harder when we 
were at the Patio. It 
was slow-going 
getting home.
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Tom was located at the red circle

New Year’s Eve Party - Dec 31st, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS
The weather for the end of the year was great - about 32F and very little snow and no wind. There 
were 14 of us to celebrate the new year - John WD9EXW, Janet, Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS. Jacob, 
Mac, Tom N9CBA, Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY, Paul N9LXF, Tom N9IHZ, Linda Miller and the 
hosts Carol and Mike WA9FTS. We had plenty of food and drink followed by several deserts. Paul 
and Tony operated on the low bands while Jacob and Mac tried to find the fox with some of the hams 
transmitting with an HT. The girls hung out in the kitchen while the guys watched the festivities in 
the front room. At midnight all those present gathered in the front room for a group picture and 
celebrated the new year with a little bit of sparkling wine. Everyone then made it home safely.
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To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au

Saturday Start Time Starting Location Foxhunt Frequency

1st 8 PM Rt 83 north of St. 
Charles Rd, Elmhurst 
across from KMart

147.750 MHz

CFAR input

2nd   8 PM  Downers Grove Fitness 
& Rec Center parking 
lot off Belmont Rd 
south of Odgen Av

146.565 MHz

3rd 8 PM Centennial Park, 
Addison  0.4 miles 
south of Lake St

146.160 MHz

CFMC input

4th 8 PM WoodDale Jr HS 
parking lot, south of 
Sievert Rd between 
Thorndale Rd and 
Irving Pk Rd,

146.340 MHz

5th 8 PM TBD by the fox 
WD9EXW  Next hunt - 
Apr 29th

TBD by the fox
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Hunter 1st 2nd

 KC9SEM / N9PLS 15/15 6/6

 N9LTE 4 3

 AA9CC/KC9QQY 6/5 4/2

W9RA 5 0

 WA9FTS 10 8

 WD9EXW 10 15

 K9PW 1 6

 N9JPG/KC9ZLS/KD9AHH/KD9BLP 0 2/2/2/2

KB9DIM/N9VRA 1/1 0

N9CBA 6 12

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to 
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the 
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.  
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